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per patient for dining-rooms, thirty feet for day-rooms, and forty- 
five feet for dormitories. Bars and gratings should be left off the 
windows. A single building may contain one ward or more, ac¬ 
cording to circumstances ; but the larger the building, the nearer 
the approach to the system for which detached buildings are a 
substitute, and the sacrifice of the advantages of the new system 
is proportionably great. In planning these buildings, it must con¬ 
stantly be borne in mind that each ward does not need to be com¬ 
plete in itself ; and that general dining-rooms, bath-houses and 
clothing-rooms obviate, to a certain extent, the necessity for 
elaborate arrangements for these uses in a portion, at least, of the 
detached wards,—not in all of them. Neither is it necessary to 
have a resident physician in each house. Seventh : The aban¬ 
donment of the “ main central building with wings ” renders it 
possible to introduce entirely new arrangements of the kitchens, 
laundries, shops, boiler-houses, etc., in which the work of an in¬ 
stitution is carried on. 


Epileptic Violence. —Dr. M. G. Echeverria (journalof Men¬ 
ial Science , April, 1885) says that there is no essential difference 
between the automatic sudden impulses which occur after an or¬ 
dinary epileptic fit, and those committed by an epileptic lunatic 
during a frantic paroxysm. In either Case the psychical condition 
which underlies the act, is the same ; in both instances the vio¬ 
lence is automatic. Sudden, impulsive acts, related to the psychical 
manifestations of epilepsy, very often evince in their automatic 
execution a coherent, planned purpose, and a deliberation which 
can be disclosed even in the co-ordinate, intellectual operations 
during the development of the fit, and in those instances that 
might, at first sight, appear motiveless ; while the outburst of un¬ 
conscious violence is again by no means so abrupt and instanta¬ 
neous to render deliberation impossible. The irascible outbursts 
of epileptics are frequently the psychical exponents of unob¬ 
served fits of petit mal, may easily culminate in criminal catas¬ 
trophes, and therefore are of medico-legal value. Epileptics 
cannot be held responsible for any act of violence perpetrated 
during their unconscious automatism, which they have no power 
to control nor capacity to judge. 


Aberrations of the Sexual Sense. —Dr. Tarsanow (Westnik 
Psikiairii, ii., 1884), having had charge of the clinic of venereal 
diseases at St. Petersburg, Russia, has had for many years frequent 
opportunities of observing sexual perversities. Paederasty in 
many modifications, and also other forms of perverse sexual 
activity, have been observed by him. From a clinical and mtiologi- 
cal point of view he gives the following classification : Subjects, 
suffering from perverse sexual desire are divisible into two groups. 
First, such as are disposed to it from their birth, on account of 
hereditary neuropathic constitution, and others who have not 
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inherited it. In the first case the contrary sexual sensations are 
in the organism from its birth, like the normal sexual desire in a 
healthy person (hereditary paederasty); or they may paroxysmally 
make their appearance in subjects otherwise capable of normal 
sexual activity (periodical paederasty); or they may appear with 
epileptics as psychical equivalents of epilepsy (epileptic paederasty). 
The second group of sexual perversity includes all other abnormal 
desires of sexual origin, brought on by poor education, bad ex¬ 
ample, or as expression of vicious habits by immoral persons. In 
this group he places the pathological expressions of sexual desire 
which appear in senile and paretic dementia (senile and paretic 
ptederasty). These different types may be combined with each 
other, thereby forming complicated cases of sexual perversity. 


Insults to Authorities bv a Paranoiac. —Krafft-Ebing 
{Neurologisches Cenlralblatt, April i, 1885) reports the following 
case : During several months notes were found near a house, 
mostly in the hand-writing of the son of the owner, which con¬ 
tained mean insults against the emperor, authorities, and his own 
family. Upon complaint of this son and his mother and sister, 
several persons of the place were arrested but had to be discharged 
as innocent, until at last the complainants were arrested and 
sentenced to prison for several months. The state’s attorney 
ordered a new trial, and with it an examination, by a forensic 
alienist, of the son, whose actions during the trial had induced 
doubts, from the start, about his responsibility. The result was, 
that J. K. was found to be a paranoiac, subject to hereditary in¬ 
fluences, with a diseased heart, and had become neurasthenic in 
consequence of onanism (ubermassig getriebener Onanie) and 
finally lost his balance through influence of pubescence, and there¬ 
fore at the time of these actions was in an abnormal mental con¬ 
dition. The proceedings against him were suspended. 


Disturbances of Written Language in Half-idiots. —Dr. 
Berkhan {Arch. /. Psych., 1885, xvi., H. 1.) found that in a class for 
half-idiots and weak-minded, twenty of the forty-four scholars wrote 
from dictation words wrongly. Dr. Berkhan calls attention to the 
similarity of these written changes with spoken changes of the 
stammering, but he could not be certain that both faults were of 
equal value, pathologically. With some of the scholars a proper, 
methodical training removed the fault, showing the possibility of 
its treatment. 


Insanity in Michigan.- —Dr. Hurd (Report of the Pontiac, 
Michigan, Hospital for the Insane, 1884) makes the following con¬ 
tribution to State psychiatry : He says that cases of melancholia 
are much more frequent in Michigan than cases of acute mania. 
A marked change in this respect has been noted during the past 



